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● The duration of being high can vary significantly depending on several factors, including the substance used, the 

method of consumption, individual differences, and tolerance levels. Whether you're new to recreational drug use or 

simply curious, understanding how long does being high last is essential for making informed choices and ensuring 

your safety. 

●  

Factors Affecting the Duration of Being High 

●  

Type of Substance: 

● Different drugs have different durations of action. For example, the effects of alcohol generally last a few hours, while 

the high from marijuana can range from one to several hours, depending on the strain and method of consumption. 

More potent substances like cocaine or methamphetamine tend to have shorter-lasting highs compared to 

substances like LSD or psilocybin mushrooms, which can last for hours or even an entire day. 

●  

Method of Consumption: 

● How you consume a substance plays a significant role in how long the high lasts. Smoking or vaping a drug usually 

results in a quicker onset of effects but a shorter duration of high, typically lasting from 1 to 3 hours. In contrast, 

ingesting drugs, such as edibles, can lead to a slower onset but a longer-lasting high, which may persist for 6 to 8 

hours or more. 
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● Dosage: 

●  

The amount of the substance you consume can also impact how long you remain high. Higher doses often result in 

longer-lasting and more intense effects, whereas smaller doses may produce a milder and shorter high. 

●  

Individual Differences: 

●  

Each person's body reacts differently to drugs due to variations in metabolism, genetics, and overall health. Some 

individuals may experience shorter or longer highs than others when consuming the same substance. 

●  

Tolerance: 

●  

Regular use of a substance can lead to tolerance, where the body becomes less responsive to the drug's effects. As 

a result, people with higher tolerance levels may require larger doses to achieve the same high, which can influence 

how long the high lasts. 

●  

Common Substances and Their Durations of Being High 

● Alcohol: 

●  

The duration of alcohol intoxication varies but typically lasts 2 to 6 hours, depending on the amount consumed and 

individual factors. Alcohol's effects tend to peak within 1 to 2 hours after consumption. 

 

 

 

 



● Marijuana: 

● When smoked or vaped, the high from marijuana usually lasts 1 to 3 hours. However, when ingested in the form of 

edibles, the effects can last 6 to 8 hours or more due to the slower digestion and absorption of THC. 

●  

Cocaine: 

● Cocaine produces a short-lived high that generally lasts 15 to 30 minutes when snorted or smoked. The intense 

euphoria is often followed by a crash. 

●  

LSD: 

● LSD, a hallucinogenic substance, can result in a high that lasts 6 to 12 hours or even longer. The duration is 

influenced by factors such as dosage and individual sensitivity. 

●  

Methamphetamine: 

● Methamphetamine typically produces a high that lasts 6 to 12 hours when ingested or snorted. Smoking or injecting 

the drug may result in a shorter but more intense high. 

●  

Conclusion 

● In summary, the duration of being high varies widely depending on the substance, method of consumption, dosage, 

individual factors, and tolerance levels. While some highs are relatively short-lived, lasting only minutes, others can 

extend for several hours or even days. It's crucial to understand these factors and exercise caution when 

experimenting with any substance.  

 

 


