
 

 

Legal Checklist for Opening a Retail Store 

or Bar in India 

 
Starting a retail store or bar in India can be an exciting and rewarding venture—but to 

make your business legally compliant, there are some essential licenses and certificates 

you must obtain before launching. This legal checklist will guide you through the crucial 

steps, focusing on two important aspects: the Shop and Establishment License and the 

Liquor License. 

     1. Shop and Establishment License (Mandatory for All Commercial 

Outlets) 

Whether you're opening a clothing store, a small café, or a high-end bar, the Shop and 

Establishment License is the first legal step toward legitimacy. It is issued by the local 

municipal authority or Labour Department of your state. 

    Why You Need It: 

• Mandatory for any commercial premises in India 

• Needed for business bank accounts and GST registration 

• Ensures compliance with labor laws and working conditions 



 

 

    Documents Required: 

• PAN Card of owner/firm 

• Address proof of business (electricity bill/rent agreement) 

• ID proof (Aadhaar, Voter ID) 

• Business registration proof (if any) 

    What You’ll Receive: 

A Shop Establishment Certificate, also known as a Shop Registration Certificate, which 

validates your store or office as a registered business. 

     2. Liquor License (Essential for Bars, Pubs, and Liquor Retailers) 

Planning to open a bar, pub, or wine shop? You must obtain a Liquor License from the 

state excise department. Without it, selling alcohol is illegal and punishable under law. 

    Types of Liquor Licenses: 

• Retail Liquor Store License (to sell sealed bottles) 

• On-site Consumption License (for bars and restaurants) 

• Club/Private Party Licenses (for restricted venues) 

    Apply Smart: 

Today, many states offer Liquor License Online application systems, making the process 

simpler than ever. You can visit your state excise department’s official website and apply 

from the comfort of your office or home. 

    Documents Required: 

• Shop Establishment Certificate 

• Address & ID proof 

• Business PAN card 

• NOC from fire department and local police 

• Premises plan/layout 

• Proof of ownership or rental agreement 

      Tip: Apply for your shop and establishment license first. It’s often required when 

applying for your liquor store license. 

https://corpbiz.io/liquor-license


 

 

      Combined Licensing Strategy 

For bars and liquor stores, both licenses are equally important. Skipping either one can 

result in heavy penalties or forced closure. 

Here’s a quick strategy to follow: 

1. Register your business name (if not already done) 

2. Apply for the Shop and Establishment License 

3. Once approved, begin the liquor license online application 

4. Simultaneously work on other licenses (FSSAI, GST, Fire NOC) as needed 

     Avoid These Common Mistakes: 

• Running your business without a valid shop registration certificate 

• Selling liquor before the liquor store license is issued 

• Ignoring local laws or municipal rules regarding operating hours 

• Not renewing licenses annually 

           Final Thoughts 

Legal compliance might seem overwhelming, but with the right roadmap, it becomes 

much easier. Obtaining your Shop and Establishment License and liquor license is not 

just a requirement—it builds trust with customers, suppliers, and authorities. 

Need help registering your licenses? Our team of experts can assist you from start to 

finish. 

 

For more information related to Liquor & Shop Establishment License, please contact 

us at info@corpbiz.io or call us at +91-9121230280. 

https://corpbiz.io/shop-establishment-license
info@corpbiz.io

